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An aoelmle wlutlon wntaining equimlar amolultlJ of ethyl 

aoefoaoetate and dImethy mlphato val) heated under reflln in tlw 

preaenoe of anbydrour potamWm oarkmat.0 for 24 hr. trorganio aolidr 

ware filteredoff and the filtrate andaoetomwmbingrw& oonoemtratod 

&pg*pyp and&bar added. T%aC-mttbyl prod& (3s) varrmovod 

from tbo etbarml alution~ catraotionaith ioe-ooldaqwour wdium 
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hydmxlds solution. Flemmml of,the ether thsn gave ethyl 3-methoxy- 

arotonats (3t6) b.p. 67.5 - 70.S"/8.5'aan, $0 1.4550 in good wwamt 

with literature valuss (3). r (Onc13) I 8.73 (9, *Q&d, ~3CE$-), 

7.71 (3H, cH3-i: = 6-1, 6.38 (Yr, oCa3), 5.88 (a, pa+& ~3!Z&O-), 5.00 

(III, &I = b,. 

In g~nilar fashion 4-methoVpemt3-e.n-2-one, b.p. 54.5 - S&So/8 nm, 

G3 1.4680 (4) was obtained in 31% piad @ the laethylation of acetylaoetone. 

T (CnC13) : 7.84, 7.72 (6H, a3k 1 &J.E3), 6.35 (3II, m3), 4.51 

(m, -08 = 6-l. Thisisacoompanidby26$ of the C-methyl product. 

All yields refer to isolated products, 
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